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This week she said she's refused meals during various functions and state meetings which has 
sparked conversations about her challenge and hunger in the California.  

According to "The Hunger in America 2010" study, 6 million Californians do not know the 
source of their next meals.  

The federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or the food stamp program, helps feed 
more than two million low-income Californians, of which more than half are children and nearly 
8 percent are seniors, according Yamada's office.  

The food stamp program was recently renamed CalFresh and while record numbers of 
Californians have signed up for assistance in the recession in recent years, services are still 
underutilized, Yamada said.  

In the continuing state budget crisis, Yamada said the federal food stamp allotment will not be 
cut, but funding for state departments administering the services may be.  

"We don't want to see reductions in services especially when benefits are 100 percent federally-
funded," she said.  

• Contact staff writer Sarah Rohrs at srohrs@timesheraldonline.com or (707) 553-6832.  

 


